St. Thomas' Episcopal Church
207 Bob O Link Lane
Wharton, Texas 77488
Office phone: (979) 532–1723

Please, Enter in Silence and Meditation

The First Sunday of Advent
December 2, 2018
This service is offered to God and to the community
that we may journey together seeking God’s Kingdom through sharing
Christ’s Love one with another and with all people.

New? Confused? Don’t worry! We are genuinely
pleased to have you worship here today. We
suspect you may have some questions.
Everybody you see was a newcomer at one time or
another and we’ve all had questions – probably
the very same ones. So, don’t hesitate to ask a
question!
Books? This bulletin contains our liturgy, and all
you need along with this bulletin is the blue
Hymnal found in the pew rack for singing the
hymns. But there is plenty more if you like! We
have included the page numbers of the red Book
of Common Prayer (BCP), also found in the pew
rack. This is the sourcebook for our liturgy, and is
a wonderful resource for prayer and study.
Episcopal worship invites participation by all the
people to experience the risen Christ in this place.
We want you to be comfortable so you can
worship God and enjoy your visit today.
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The posture of prayer, whether sitting, standing or
kneeling is only a physical manifestation of the
inward attitude of prayer. If you adopt the
attitude of prayer then you may adapt the posture
of prayer to suit your own needs. When you’re
worshiping God, you can’t get it wrong!
Regardless of what anybody else is doing, don’t
do anything that makes you feel uncomfortable.
Remember, if you need help, ask the person next
to you. We like people here at St. Thomas’.
We invite all who are baptized to come forward
and join us in receiving Holy Communion. Those
who wish to come and receive a blessing may
come to the rail and simply fold both arms across
their chest to signal their desire.
We are delighted you’re here, and we want you to
come back. May God bless you this day; you have
blessed us with your presence.
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Holy Eucharist Rite I
Prelude
The Great Litany ............................ Prayer Book 148
(While Processing)

O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth,
Have mercy upon us.
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy upon us.
O God the Holy Spirit, Sanctifier of the faithful,
Have mercy upon us.
O holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, one God,
Have mercy upon us.
Remember not, Lord Christ, our offenses, nor the
offenses of our forefathers; neither reward us
according to our sins. Spare us, good Lord, spare
thy people, whom thou hast redeemed with thy
most precious blood, and by thy mercy preserve
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us, for ever.
Spare us, good Lord.
From all evil and wickedness; from sin; from the
crafts and assaults of the devil; and from
everlasting damnation,
Good Lord, deliver us.
From all blindness of heart; from pride, vainglory,
and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and malice; and
from all want of charity,
Good Lord, deliver us.
From all inordinate and sinful affections; and from
all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil,
Good Lord, deliver us.
From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from
hardness of heart, and contempt of thy Word and
commandment,
Good Lord, deliver us.
From lightning and tempest; from earthquake,
fire, and flood; from plague, pestilence, and
famine,
Good Lord, deliver us.
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From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion;
from violence, battle, and murder; and from dying
suddenly and unprepared,
Good Lord, deliver us.
By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation; by thy
holy Nativity and submission to the Law; by thy
Baptism, Fasting, and Temptation,
Good Lord, deliver us.
By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat; by thy Cross
and Passion; by thy precious Death and Burial; by
thy glorious Resurrection and Ascension; and by
the Coming of the Holy Ghost,
Good Lord, deliver us.
In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our
prosperity; in the hour of death, and in the day of
judgment,
Good Lord, deliver us.
We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord
God; and that it may please thee to rule and
govern thy holy Church Universal in the right
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way,
We beesech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to illumine all bishops,
priests, and deacons, with true knowledge and
understanding of thy Word; and that both by their
preaching and living, they may set it forth, and
show it accordingly,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to bless and keep all thy
people,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to send forth laborers into
thy harvest, and to draw all mankind into thy
kingdom,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give to all people
increase of grace to hear and receive thy Word,
and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

St. Thomas' Episcopal Church

7

That it may please thee to bring into the way of
truth all such as have erred, and are deceived,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give us a heart to love
and fear thee, and diligently to live after thy
commandments,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee so to rule the hearts of thy
servants, the President of the United States (or of
this nation), and all others in authority, that they
may do justice, and love mercy, and walk in the
ways of truth,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to make wars to cease in
all the world; to give to all nations unity, peace,
and concord; and to bestow freedom upon all
peoples,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to show thy pity upon all
prisoners and captives, the homeless and the
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hungry, and all who are desolate and oppressed,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give and preserve to our
use the bountiful fruits of the earth, so that in due
time all may enjoy them,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to inspire us, in our several
callings, to do the work which thou givest us to do
with singleness of heart as thy servants, and for
the common good,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to preserve all who are in
danger by reason of their labor or their travel,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to preserve, and provide
for, all women in childbirth, young children and
orphans, the widowed, and all whose homes are
broken or torn by strife,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to visit the lonely; to
strengthen all who suffer in mind, body, and
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spirit; and to comfort with thy presence those who
are failing and infirm,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to support, help, and
comfort all who are in danger, necessity, and
tribulation,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to have mercy upon all
mankind,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to give us true repentance;
to forgive us all our sins, negligences, and
ignorances; and to endue us with the grace of thy
Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to thy
holy Word,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to forgive our enemies,
persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their
hearts,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.

St. Thomas' Episcopal Church

10

That it may please thee to strengthen such as do
stand; to comfort and help the weak-hearted; to
raise up those who fall; and finally to beat down
Satan under our feet,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to grant to all the faithful
departed eternal life and peace,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
That it may please thee to grant that, in the
fellowship of [__________ and] all the saints, we
may attain to thy
heavenly kingdom,
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.
Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us.
Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the
world,
Have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the
world,
Have mercy upon us.
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O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the
world,
Grant us thy peace.
O Christ, hear us.
O Christ, hear us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Collect of the Day........................... Prayer Book 185
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the
works of darkness, and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life in which your
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility;
that in the last day, when he shall come again in
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and
the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
A reading from Jeremiah 33:14-16
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The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I
will fulfill the promise I made to the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will
be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And
this is the name by which it will be called: "The
Lord is our righteousness."
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 25:1-9
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A reading from 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
How can we thank God enough for you in
return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? Night and day we pray most
earnestly that we may see you face to face and
restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our
Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for
one another and for all, just as we abound in
love for you. And may he so strengthen your
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless
before our God and Father at the coming of our
Lord Jesus with all his saints.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We all stand.

Sequence Hymn: Sleepers, wake ..........Hymnal 61
Remain standing for the reading of The Gospel.
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The Gospel Luke 21:25-36
Celebrant
People

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the
moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress
among nations confused by the roaring of the sea
and the waves. People will faint from fear and
foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then
they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud'
with power and great glory. Now when these
things begin to take place, stand up and raise your
heads, because your redemption is drawing near."
Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree
and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you
can see for yourselves and know that summer is
already near. So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass
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away until all things have taken place. Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.
"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed
down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day catch you
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all
who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at
all times, praying that you may have the strength
to escape all these things that will take place, and
to stand before the Son of Man."
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon ............... The Rev. Kenneth Dimmick
Local Blessings for Birthdays and Anniversaries
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
The Peace
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The Peace of the Lord be always with
you.
People
And also with you.
Welcome/Announcements
Celebrant

Offertory
We offer in gratitude what God has given us to spread
the Good News and support our common life.
You may use the wooden tokens to represent gifts given
online and by other ways. The tokens can be found in a
plate at the back of the church.
Offertory Hymn: The King shall come .. Hymnal 73
You are invited to stand as our gifts of bread, wine, and
money are brought to the altar.
The Doxology
The Great Thanksgiving........ Eucharistic Prayer B
The people remain standing. The Celebrant,
whether bishop or priest,
faces them and sings or says
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The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
every-where to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all
Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
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Sanctus .................................................................. S128

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness
and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people;
in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son.
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and
Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
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of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness,
out of death into life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the
Celebrant is to hold it, or to lay a hand upon it;
and at the words concerning the cup, to hold or
place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel
containing wine to be
consecrated.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me."
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
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Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy
Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of
the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness
of time, put all things in subjection under your
Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with [
and] all your
saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the
Church, and the author of our salvation.
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By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever.
The Great Amen: [1940 Hymnal #741]

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
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Who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
Then may be sung or said
[Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.]
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Fraction Anthem: O Lamb of God Hymnal S-157

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them
in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants
with these words
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
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[Communicant Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.
[Communicant Amen.]
The Communion of the People
All who seek God’s blessing are welcome to come to the
altar rail. If you are not yet baptized, or do not wish to
receive for any reason, cross your arms over your chest
and you will be given a blessing. All baptized persons
are invited to receive Holy Communion. If you wish to
enroll as a candidate for Holy Baptism please contact
the church office or the Rev. Ken Dimmick.
Communion Instrumental: “Come Thou Long
Expected Jesus” piano solo by Pat Herring
Choir Anthem: “To Thee O Lord, I Lift Up My
Soul” arr. by Curtis Hanson
Post - Communion Hymn: Watchman, tell us of
the night
Hymnal 640
Choir and Congregation Remaining Seated

Postcommunion Prayer ................................BCP 339
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Celebrant
Let us pray.
People and Celebrant
Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily
thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most
precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior
Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of
thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we
are very members incorporate in the mystical
body of thy Son, the blessed company of all
faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope,
of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly
beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou
hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the
Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without
end. Amen.
Blessing
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Final Hymn: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed..Hymnal
616
Dismissal
Celebrant

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God.

Postlude
To continue our celebration this morning everyone
is invited to the Parish Hall after the service for
coffee and fellowship.
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