St. Thomas' Episcopal Church
207 Bob O Link Lane
Wharton, Texas 77488
Office phone: (979) 532–1723

Please, Enter in Silence and Meditation

The Fifth Sunday of Easter
April 29, 2018
This service is offered to God and to the community
that we may journey together seeking God’s Kingdom through sharing
Christ’s Love one with another and with all people.

New? Confused? Don’t worry! We are genuinely
pleased to have you worship here today. We
suspect you may have some questions.
Everybody you see was a newcomer at one time or
another and we’ve all had questions – probably
the very same ones. So, don’t hesitate to ask a
question!
Books? This bulletin contains our liturgy, and all
you need along with this bulletin is the blue
Hymnal found in the pew rack for singing the
hymns. But there is plenty more if you like! We
have included the page numbers of the red Book
of Common Prayer (BCP), also found in the pew
rack. This is the sourcebook for our liturgy, and is
a wonderful resource for prayer and study.
Episcopal worship invites participation by all the
people to experience the risen Christ in this place.
We want you to be comfortable so you can
worship God and enjoy your visit today.
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The posture of prayer, whether sitting, standing or
kneeling is only a physical manifestation of the
inward attitude of prayer. If you adopt the
attitude of prayer then you may adapt the posture
of prayer to suit your own needs. When you’re
worshiping God, you can’t get it wrong!
Regardless of what anybody else is doing, don’t
do anything that makes you feel uncomfortable.
Remember, if you need help, ask the person next
to you. We like people here at St. Thomas’.
We invite all who are baptized to come forward
and join us in receiving Holy Communion. Those
who wish to come and receive a blessing may
come to the rail and simply fold both arms across
their chest to signal their desire.
We are delighted you’re here, and we want you to
come back. May God bless you this day; you have
blessed us with your presence.
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Holy Eucharist Rite II
Prelude
Opening Hymn: One this dayt….Hymnal 47
Greeting ..........................................................BCP 355
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit
People
And blessed be his kingdom, now and
forever. Amen.
Gloria: ................................................ ..Hymnal S-278
Collect of the Day........................... Prayer Book 225
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting
life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus
Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that
we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way
that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your
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Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
A reading from the book of Acts 8:26-40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and
go toward the south to the road that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness
road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace,
queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship
and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he
was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit
said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.”
So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the
prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand
what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited
Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the
passage of the scripture that he was reading was
this:
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“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I
ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself
or about someone else?” Then Philip began to
speak, and starting with this scripture, he
proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As
they were going along the road, they came to some
water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water!
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them,
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water,
and Philip baptized him. When they came up out
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip
away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on
his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at
Azotus, and as he was passing through the region,
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he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until
he came to Caesarea.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
Choir and Congregation
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A reading from 1 John 4:7-21
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is
from God; everyone who loves is born of God and
knows God. Whoever does not love does not
know God, for God is love. God's love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only
Son into the world so that we might live through
him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us
so much, we also ought to love one another. No
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one has ever seen God; if we love one another,
God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in
us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we
have seen and do testify that the Father has sent
his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in
those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
and they abide in God. So we have known and
believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in
God, and God abides in them. Love has been
perfected among us in this: that we may have
boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is,
so are we in this world. There is no fear in love,
but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do
with punishment, and whoever fears has not
reached perfection in love. We love because he
first loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and
hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those
who do not love a brother or sister whom they
have seen, cannot love God whom they have not
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seen. The commandment we have from him is
this: those who love God must love their brothers
and sisters also.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

We all stand.

Sequence Hymn: Like the murmur
....................................................................Hymnal 513
Remain standing for the reading of The Gospel.
The Gospel John 15:1-8
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus
Christ according to John.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and
my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that
bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.
You have already been cleansed by the word that I
have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless
Celebrant
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it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like
a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples.”
Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon .................... The Rev. Jim Abernathey
The Nicene Creed ..........................................BCP 358
All Stand and say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,
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and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped
and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of the People: Form 6 Prayer Book 392
The Leader and People pray responsively.
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
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For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those
who are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and
oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of
trouble;
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and
the needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the
Truth.
For our Bishops, for our priest, and all the clergy
and people, let us pray to the Lord.
For all who serve God in his Church.
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For the special needs and concerns of our parish
family of St. Thomas’, and that through the Holy
Spirit working in us, Christ will continue to build
the kingdom of God for all God’s children in
Wharton County.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this
life.
Silence
The People may add their own thanksgivings
We will exalt you, O God our King;
And praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have
a place in your eternal kingdom.
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Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
The Peace
Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with
you.
People
And also with you.
Local Blessings for Birthdays and Anniversaries
Welcome/Announcements
Offertory
We offer in gratitude what God has given us to spread
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the Good News and support our common life.
You may use the wooden tokens to represent gifts given
online and by other ways. The tokens can be found in a
plate at the back of the church.
Offertory Hymn: Thou are the way ....Hymnal 457
You are invited to stand as our gifts of bread, wine, and
money are brought to the altar.
The Doxology: ........ sung to the tune of Hymnal 618
The Great Thanksgiving....... Eucharistic Prayer D
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then the Celebrant proceeds
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give
you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true,
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dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and
for ever. Fountain of life and source of all
goodness, you made all things and fill them with
your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the
splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of
angels stand before you to serve you night and
day; and, beholding the glory of your presence,
they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with
them, and giving voice to every creature under
heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name,
as we sing (say),
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Sanctus .................................................................. S125

The people stand or kneel, then the Celebrant continues
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power.
Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love.
You formed us in your own image, giving the
whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to
you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your
creatures. When our disobedience took us far from
you,
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you did not abandon us to the power of death. In
your mercy you came to our help, so that in
seeking you we might find you. Again and again
you called us into covenant with you, and through
the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the
fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our
Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin.
To the poor he proclaimed the good news of
salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful,
joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to
death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death,
and made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves,
but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the
Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who
believe, to complete his work in the world, and to
bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.
At the following words concerning the bread, the
Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and
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at the words concerning the cup, to hold or place a
hand upon the cup and any other vessel
containing wine to be
consecrated.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified
by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own
who were in the world, he loved them to the end;
at supper with them he took bread, and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do
this for the remembrance of me."
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our
redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his
descent among the dead, proclaiming his
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resurrection and ascension to your right hand,
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you,
from the gifts you have given us, this bread and
this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.
The Celebrant continues
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy
your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon
these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to
be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life
and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of
your Son Jesus Christ.
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Grant that all who share this bread and cup may
become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice
in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and
apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your
Christ. Reveal its
unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.
[Remember (NN. and) all who minister in your
Church.]
[Remember all your people, and those who seek
your truth.]
[Remember
.]
[Remember all who have died in the peace of
Christ, and
those whose faith is known to you alone; bring
them into
the place of eternal joy and light.]
And grant that we may find our inheritance with
[the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs,
prophets, apostles, and martyrs,
(with
) and] all the saints who have
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found favor with you in ages past. We praise you
in union with them and give you glory through
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all
honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and
for ever.
We sing the Amen. Hymnal S-147

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
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Who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of the Bread .........................BCP 364
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period
of silence is kept.
The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them
in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed
on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants
with these words
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.
[Communicant Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.
[Communicant Amen.]
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The Communion of the People
All who seek God’s blessing are welcome to come to the
altar rail. If you are not yet baptized, or do not wish to
receive for any reason, cross your arms over your chest
and you will be given a blessing. All baptized persons
are invited to receive Holy Communion. If you wish to
enroll as a candidate for Holy Baptism please contact
the church office or the Rev. Ken Dimmick.
Communion Instrumental……”Love Divine”
Choir Anthem ……………Bring bread, bring wine
by Wayne Bisbee
Post-Communion Hymn: O thou ... ….Hymnal 704
Choir and Congregation Remaining Seated

Postcommunion Prayer ................................BCP 365
Celebrant
Let us pray.
People and Celebrant
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously
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accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and
Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and
grant us strength and courage to love and serve
you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Easter Blessing
Final Hymn: God is love …….

Hymnal 379

Dismissal
Celebrant

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude
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